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SYLLABUS

Course Description and Objectives


“This course introduces the role of the United Methodist pastor in biblical interpretation.  Attention is given to the formation and function of the canon and to the development of a methodology of interpretation consistent with the nature of scripture.  The importance of the Bible as a witness to the life and faith of ancient Israel and earliest Christianity is illustrated from a survey of representative biblical materials (Genesis, Judges, Jonah, Hosea, Amos, Mark, and Philippians).” -from the guidelines prepared by the Division of Ordained Ministry.

Where We’re Going--   The guiding principle of our journey together in this course is that Jesus Christ is the Word of God, and that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments bear witness of Him (John 1; 5:39-40).  The Bible is in that sense the written word of God, and as such it is used by the Spirit to engage and enlighten us, to comfort and confront us.  But always its task is, like John the Baptist, to point away from itself to Christ.  So, in this course we want to learn to study the Scriptures listening for “the Word in the words;” looking in, behind, and through the words of the Bible for Jesus Christ.  In short, we will seek to read and interpret the Bible Christologically.

How We’ll Get There--  We will give ourselves wholeheartedly to the practice of careful interpretation of the Scriptures, looking at historical setting, the authors’ own distinctions, literary genre, contextual arrangement, and theological emphases.  We will learn all this through a hands-on application of an exegetical method/outline which will be provided.  The end result is a better grasp of how to study the Scriptures, both for personal reflection and in  sermon and Bible study preparation. 

Bread for the Journey--  The following are required texts for this class, but each will prove to be valuable tools in future Course of Study classes, and for your continued ministry.  Recognizing the expense involved, I encourage students to purchase used copies online for substantially less.  
(1) The New Interpreter's Study Bible , New Revised Standard Version, (hardcover or paperback; with or without the Apocrypha)

             (2) HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (now in multiple editions; any is fine)
(3) Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart –  How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth (now in multiple 

editions; any is fine)

--- You will also need a notebook, as you are expected to take notes in class.---
Packing Your Suitcase-- (Pre-class Assignment counts 20%)--


Course of Study classes are conducted in a very concentrated time format.  In order for us to maximize our class time and the time between our two weekend sessions, you are required to read the materials listed below before you come to the first class, where you will sign a statement that you have read all the assigned material.  Failure to complete the reading on time will result in a grading penalty.

  
The following are to be read before you come to our first class:


(1) How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, by Fee & Stuart.

(2) The handout material on the canon of Scripture (mailed to you in advance).

NOTE:  After you complete the pre-class reading, you will have no other assignments of outside work in this course except for the exegesis paper described below.  

Learning How to Drive--  (Exegesis Paper counts 50%)


Fully half of your course grade is based on your demonstration of your understanding of the ideas and techniques discussed in class.  This will take the shape of a required exegesis paper.  The paper will be on an assigned biblical text, and will follow the outline of the exegetical method provided in class.

The paper will be typed, double-spaced, and not less than 8 pages, not more than 12 pages.  You will consult your counseling elder for feedback on the paper, and he/she must sign it prior to your turning it in.  The paper will be turned in in two sections.  (Your counseling elder will sign both parts of the paper.)  The first part will be due on the last day of class, Oct. 22.  Along with this half of  the paper, you will turn in a 9x12 self-addressed mailing envelope, with $1.50 postage affixed to it.  The second half of the paper will be due by mail two weeks later, on Nov. 4.  Mail to my address below.  Please do not email.  Late papers will be penalized (should the paper arrive late, no penalty will be given if it is postmarked no later than Nov. 2).  I will mail both parts of your paper back to you, along with your course grade, in the mailing envelope you provided.

You will not pass the class if you do not do both parts of the paper.  

Being a Good Traveler-   (Class Participation counts 30%)

Class members are treated with respect and warmth.  I take you seriously, and value your involvement, attention, attitude, and punctuality.

 Are We There Yet?  (Grading)


   20 points—Pre-class reading


   30 points—Class participation* 


   50 points—Exegesis paper*


   ----------------- 

   Total: 100 points  (A standard letter grade will be assigned, based on 100 points)

   *Please note—  THE  COMPLETION OF  BOTH  HALVES  OF  THE  EXEGESIS  PAPER  IS REQUIRED  FOR  A  STUDENT  TO  COMPLETE  THE  COURSE  FOR  PASSING  CREDIT.  If a student does not complete both parts of the paper, he/she has not participated fully in the experience of the class, and therefore cannot be given a passing grade.  Students taking the class through the Certificate of Christian Studies program are not required to complete the exegesis paper (though they are by no means discouraged from doing so).
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